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I, Basis of the report 

1. With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
tlte receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70.16 and 70. 1 7)): 

Description, Pages 

1-49 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1-25 as originally filed 

Drawings, Sheets 

1 n 1-1 1/11 as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23,1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of International preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 and/br 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

D furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

n The statement that ttie subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is Identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5: □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 
been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report,) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 
IV. Lack of unity of Invention 

1 . In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees, the applicant has: 

□ restricted the claims. 

□ paid additional fees. 

□ paid additional fees under protest, 

El neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

2. □ This Authority found that the requirement of unity of Invention fs not complied with and chose, according to 

Rule 68.1 , not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 

3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13,2 and 13,3 
is 

□ complied with. 

El not complied with for the following reasons: 
see separate sheet 

4. Consequently, the following parts of the international application were the subject of international preliminary 
examination In establishing this report: 



EI the parts relating to claims Nos. 1-15. 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. statement 



□ all parts. 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 



3,4,7,8,15 
1,2,5,6,9-12,14 



inventive step (IS) 



Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 



3,4,7,8,15 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 



1-15 



2. Citations and explanations 
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Re Item IV 

Lack of unity of invention 



The international preliminary examining authority is of the opinion that the application 
does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention as set forth in the PCT 
regulations (Article 34(3), Rule 68(1) PCT). 

1 . Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1: Annates Francaises De Chronometrie Et De Microtechnique, 
Observatoire De Besancon. Besancon, Fr (1998), 47, 97-105 

D2: US 2002/066451 A1 (DAVIES MICHAEL BIRSHA ET AL) 6 June 2002 
(2002-06^06) 

2. The separate inventions are: 

a) A medicament dispenser for use with a medicament carrier having multiple 
distinct medicament doses carried thereby, comprising: 

indexing means and counting means for counting eah time a distinct medicament dose 
of the medicament carrier is indexed by said indexing means 

wherein said counting means is provided as a distinct eletronic counter unit that is 
reversibly receivable by the medicament dispenser according to any of claims 1 to 15. 

b) A medicament dispenser for use with a medicament carrier having multiple 
distinct medicament doses carried thereby, comprising indexing means and 

analogue counting means for counting eah time a distinct medicament dose of the 
medicament carrier is indexed by said indexing means and manipulating means to 
manipulate an analogue count indicium provided by said analogue counting means 
according to any of claims 6 to 8. 

The present application relates to the general problem of counting the doses of 
medicament dosed from a dispenser. 
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This object is achieved by means of the features common to both the independent 
claims 1 and 1 6, namely: 



- a medicament dispenser for use with a medicament carrier having multiple distinct 
medicament doses carried thereby, said dispenser having an internal mechanism for 
dispensing the distinct medicament doses carried by said medicament carrier, said 
mechanism comprising: 



a) receiving means for receiving the medicament carrier 



b) release means for releasing a distinct medicament dose from the medicament 
carrier on receipt thereof by said receiving means 

c) an outlet, positioned to be in communication with he medicament dose releasable by 
said release means 



d) indexing means for individually indexing the distinct medicament doses of the 
medicament carrier and 



e) counting means for counting eah time a distinct medicament dose of the 
medicament carrier is indexed by said indexing means 

The documents D1 and D2 disclose both such a device comprising all features 
common to independent claims 1 and 1 6 (see in particular D1 page 99 (vue arriere) 
and D2 paragraph 51). 

The subject-matter of claim 1 (first invention) differs from the Known device in that the 
counting means is provided as a distinct electronic counter unit that is reversibly 
receivable by the medicament dispenser. 

The effect of this feature is apparently that the counter can display information in a 
digital form and is readily re-usable . 

The subject-matter of claim 16 (second invention) differs from the known device in that 
manipulating means to manipulate an analogue count indicium provided by the 
analogue counting means are provided. 

The effect of this feature is apparently that the analogue count indicium provided by the 
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analogue counting means gives an understandable indication to the 



user. 



Thus, the special technical features (analysed above) of each invention are clearly not 
the same. Furthermore, they are not "corresponding", since, as can be seen from the 
analysrs, they have neither same or corresponding effects, nor are they relatinq to the 
same objective. A further consideration under Rule 13.2 PCT revealed no further 
features derivable from the application that may be considered as constituting 
contributions over the art common to all Inventions. Hence, the inventions do not meet 
the circumstances of Rule 13.2 PCT and Rule 13.1 PCT is not satisfied. 

For the purposes of Article 34(3)(c) PCT and in accordance with Rule 68.5 PCT claims 
1 -1 5 are considered to relate to the main invention. " " 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(H) with regard to novelty, inventive step 
or industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. State of the art 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

D3: US-B-6 360 7391 (GODFREY JAMES WILLIAM ET AL) 26 March 2002 
(2002-03-26) 

D4: US-A-5 544 647 (EBELING FREDERICK A ET AL) 1 3 August 1 996 (1 996- 
08-13) 

D5: US-A-6 029 659 (O'CONNOR JAMES A) 29 Febnjary 2000 (2000-02-29) 
1 . Novelty 

The document D3 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter of 
independent claim 1, and discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this 
document see figures 1 and 7): 

a medicament dispenser for use with a medicament carrier (2) having multiple distinct 

medicament doses carried thereby, said dispenser having an internal mechanism 

(1 ,20,40,41 ) for dispensing the distinct medicament doses carried by said medicament 

carrier, said mechanism comprising: 

a) receiving means (41) for receiving the medicament carrier 
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b) release means (6,4,see figure 1) for releasing a distinct medicament dose from the 
medicament carrier on receipt thereof by said receiving means 

c) an outlet (5), positioned to be in communication with he medicament dose reieasable 
by said release means 

d) indexing means (44,45) for individually indexing the distinct medicament doses of 
the medicament carrier and 

e) counting means (47) for counting eah time a distinct medicament dose of the 
medicament carrier Is indexed by said indexing means 

wherein said counting means (47) is provided as a distinct eletronic counter unit (see 
column 7 lines 15-20) that is reversibly receivable (see column 5 lines 9-19) by the 
medicament dispenser. 

The subject-matter of independent claim 1 is therefore not novel (Article 33(2) PCT). 
The applicant should note that the expression "multiple distinct medicament doses" 
contained in claim 1 has been interpreted as multiple doses of medicament distinct in 
the dosed state, the applicant is therefore invited to clarify this expression. 
Also the expression indexing means is very broad and therefore D3 is considered to 
disclose said feature. 

Dependent claims 2,5,and 6,9-12 and 14 do not contain any features which, in 
combination with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of 
the PCT in respect of novelty, see for example D3 figure 7 and column 7 line 20 where! 
-the dispenser has an housing and said electronic counter unit is reveribly receivable in 
said housing (claim 2) 

-the electronic counter unit comprises a unit housing, a LCD display and a protecting 
viewing window (claim 5) 

2, Inventive step 

Dependent claims 3,4,7,8 and 15 do not contain any features which, In combination 
with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of inventive step, see documents D3-D5 and the corresponding passages cited 
in the search report. 
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